Prevalence of human papillomavirus in elderly women with cervical cancer.
To investigate the relation between the prevalence of human papillomavirus (HPV) and age in cervical cancer patients, material from 93 patients with Ia-IIb cervical carcinoma was analyzed for the presence of HPV by both type-specific and general primer polymerase chain reaction. Patients were divided into 2 groups: 64 years or younger, and 65 years and older. There was no statistically significant difference in either the prevalence of HPV DNA or distribution of genotypes amongst the 2 groups. Therefore, HPV detection can be equally well used in the management and follow-up of elderly cervical cancer patients.